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PAISD DISTRICT GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

1 To improve student achievement for all students 

2 To provide positive, safe and respectful learning environments and facilities 

3 To ensure fiscal stability 

4 To increase and improve community and parental involvement in support of   

students and their learning.  

5 To build positive perceptions and relationships among staff, Board and 
community.  
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Mission Statement 

Our mission, as the primary 

source of public education in 

the community, is to meet the 

unique educational needs of 

our diverse population by 

providing a comprehensive 

quality education for the 

students of the Port Arthur 

Independent School District. 

The Port Arthur Independent School District        

Board of Trustees 

Our Vision 
 
 PAISD will lead Texas in continuous school    

 improvement.mpr 
PAISD will lead  iontinuous school 

Improvement 
 

 



  

 

Greetings from the Port Arthur Independent School District! The 2009-2010 school year was one of 

the best we have ever seen and I know that the 2010-2011 school year will be even better! Two of our 

schools have new names and new locations: Woodrow Wilson is now Abraham Lincoln Middle and Edison 

Middle is now Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Booker T. Washington Elementary is back and is the only 

aŀƎƴŜǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ά{ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ !ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ¢ŜȄŀǎΩ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ CLw{¢ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ of 

ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳǊ 

Recognized schools-DeQueen, Travis, Tyrrell Elementary and Abraham Lincoln Middle School. If this is any 

indicator of our future, it looks really bright. I personally want to thank the Board, administrators and staff 

for all of their hard work to get our district to where it is today. Our students are performing better and our 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭl of our schools to 

Recognized status. Have a great school year! 

Sincerely, 

Johnny E. Brown, Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools                                                                                                                                                            
Port Arthur Independent School District 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

Port Arthur ISD Central Office Administrators  

Dr. Johnny E. Brown, Superintendent of Schools                                                                                                                                                                    

Dr. Mark Porterie, Deputy Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction, School Leadership and Operations                                                         

Phyllis Geans, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance                                                                                                                                    

Melvin Getwood, Assistant Superintendent for Administration and Support Services                                                                                            

Jimmy Wyble, Executive Director of Human Resources                                                                                                                                             

Beverly Thornton, Executive Director of Technology                                                                                                                                                           

Dr. Emma Gene Rowry, Chief Education Reform Academic Officer, Secondary                                                                                                            

Dr. Kim Vine, Chief Education Reform Academic Officer, Elementary                                                                                                                                 

Tracey Gabriel, Teacher Facilitator 

                    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Marjorie Cole,  Dwight Wagner, LaSonya Baptiste, MaDeline Savoy, Dr. Bertha Garza, Melissa Gunner, Amy 

Newcomb-Jordan, Jerry Gloston, Rizvan Quadri, Fredia Simmons, Cynthia Jackson, Peggy Haley, Dr. Brenda Coleman, 

Germaine Eddie, Gladdie Fowler,  Ramona Lee,  Desiree Washington, , Dr. Lisa Chambers, Dr. Bessie Johnson,  

Fernando Ramirez, Elaine Forrester, Rachel Haley, Paulette Lewis, Melvin Getwood, Noelle Green-Anderson, Rita 

Leger, Dr. Ella Williams, Dr. LaTonya Waters, Elvira Narcissre, Kristyn Hunt and  Dr. LaWanda Finney  

 

Kristy n Hunt   
Media/Communications Specialist  

 

Dr. LaWanda Finney                      

Parent Involvement, Professional 
Development/Program Evaluation  

 

Tracey Gabriel                                    

Teacher Facilitator                          

Booker T. Washington Elementary & 

Magnet School Program 

 

The Staff 

Contributors 

There ÁÒÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ Ȭ4ÅÁÍ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȭ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÒÔ !ÒÔÈÕÒ )ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ 

School District that we want to assist in sharing the great news. Thank those of you who shared 

with us and please continue to send us ÙÏÕÒ Ȭ4ÅÁÍ "uildingȭ information as the purpose of our 

ȬTeam Buildingȭ is to foster better working relationships, which in turn will assist in productivity, 

which ultimately leads to improved student achievement. 

 

 Kristyn, LaWanda and Tracey 

 

 

 

 

Kristyn, LaWanda and Tracey 



 
 
 
 

    
 
 

The 2010-2011 school year started off with a bang at the annual Back-to-School Convocation. All 

District employees were present, from teachers to custodians to transportation. Dr. Mark Porterie, 

Deputy Superintendent, gave a rousing introduction that got the crowd excited about the upcoming 

school year. Dr. Brown acknowledged the recognized and academically acceptable schools. Those 

campuses received their banners to be displayed in their buildings.  Local businesses, such as Office 

Depot, were on hand to distribute calendars and give-aways. Door prizes were donated by many local 

businesses, including the Port Arthur Teachers Federal Credit Union. Convocation was a success and the 

$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÌÏÏËÓ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÉgger and better!!! 

 

     



 



 





 

 



 

 



Curriculum and Instruction 

by Dr. LaWanda Finney 

With the support of the Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Johnny E. Brown, under the leadership of the 

Deputy Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction, Dr. Mark Porterie, and the coordination of Rita 

Leger and Yolanda Getwood, directors and supervisors sponsored more than 65 professional development 

workshops during the month of August, 2010.  Teachers were able to sign up for the sessions online by Dr. 

LaWanda Finney creating online registration using the computer program Zoomerang.   

In addition to Rita Leger and Yolanda Getwood, Dr. Kim Vine, Dr. Bertha Garza, Carolyn Brown, Dr. Edna 

Edwards, Sharon Boutte, Germaine Eddie, Willa McDaniels, Gladdie Fowler, Marjorie Cole, Bannister 

Baptiste, Tatiana Morales, Dr. Ella Williams, Dr. Latonya Waters, Madeline Savoy, and Elaine Forrester 

worked tirelessly facilitating different workshops during the August workshops. 

Photos of these workshops will be placed online at 

http://www.paisd.org/Curriculum/Webpage%20for%20C%20&%20I/ProfessionalLearning.htm  

 

 

    

 

http://www.paisd.org/Curriculum/Webpage%20for%20C%20&%20I/ProfessionalLearning.htm


Diversity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Po r t  Arthu r  In d epend ent  Sc hoo l D istr ic t  

D iversity  C o m m ittee M eet in g , 2
nd

 Year  

Septem ber  28, 2010  

10:00 A . M .  

 Ad m inist ra tion  Buildin g  

Th ird  Floo r  C o n ferenc e Roo m  

Jo hnn y  E. Bro wn , Ph.D., Superintend ent  

 

Mrs. Marjorie Cole and Dr. Berth a Garza, Co - Chairs  

 

 



Diver sit y  M eetin g   2009 - 2010 Sum m ar y  

 

Our On-going Purpose/Goal is:    To increase the involvement of all ethnic groups in 

extra-curricular activities and performing groups throughout the Port Arthur Independent School 

District to more accurately reflect the ethnicity of the district.    

 

Our Objectives in 2009-2010 were:  To explore reasons why there isnôt more diversity in 

our organizations, (based on those findings) to develop strategies to get them involved, and to set a 

timeline that sponsors could use for recruiting that corresponded with course selection dates, 

cheerleader/ drill team (and other) tryouts, and football spring training.   Meetings were held on 

October 19, November 16, February 8, and April 8. 

 

Five timelines for phasing in various campus plans were decided by the 

group:  December 18 (last day before Xmas holidays), January 22 (after 1st semester), February 9 

(student advisory), and March 30 (student advisory).  The final meeting on April 8 was a very 

uplifting session at which principals shared all the wonderful things they and their sponsors had 

done on their campuses to increase the degree of diverse participation in their extra-curricular 

activities.   

 

Summary of the Final Meeting:  The consensus of the group was that observation 

shows that the more diverse groups overall are in the elementary and middle schools, and that as 

these students proceed to high school, they will be accustomed to participating, and will continue 

to do so.  The challenge then will be to keep the participation high and not allow it to creep back to 

present levels. 

 

As a result of the effort in 2009-2010, The Expected Outcome to begin 

2010-2011 is:  When school begins in August, there will be a visible increase of ALL ethnicities 

in ALL extra-curricular activities.  During this 2010-2011 school year, campuses will continue to 

build on all improvement shown during 2009-2010 school year. 

 

Future Meeting Dates (Locations to be determined): 

Thursday, November 11, 3:30 P.M; Thursday, February 10, 2011, 3:30 P.M; Thursday, April 21, 2011, 10:00 A. 

M.; Thursday, May 12, 2011, 4:30 P.M.     



External Funding 

 By Dr. Ella Williams 

Port Arthur ISD  At ς Risk Department Teams with the Port Arthur Chamber of Commerce 

The Port Arthur ISD and the Port Arthur Chamber of Commerce are teaming up to support students in At ς Risk 

ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ tƻǊǘ !ǊǘƘǳǊ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 

Mentor Training and assist in soliciting mentors for elementary through high school students.  The Project MASS 

Mentor Recruitment and Training Meeting was held for Tuesday, October 12, 2010 from 4:30 p.m. ς 6:00 p.m. at the 

Memorial High School. Parental Involvement is also a part of the ChambersΩ effort to support PAISD. During the 

/ƘŀƳōŜǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōǳǘ 

want to support the goals that the Port Arthur ISD already has in place. 

The Chamber has plans for each sŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ 

Shots from the Health Department administered in the Port Arthur ISD 

In a continued collaborative effort between PAISD and the Port Arthur Health Department, flu shots were 

administered to children and adults during the Back to School Expo held on September 30, 2010, at the 

Bob Bowers Civic Center.   For additional shots to be offered, Mr. Melvin Getwood, Assistant 

Superintendent, continues to work closely with the Health Department under the leadership of Yoshi 

Alexander, Director and Judith Smith, Assistant Director, both of the Port Arthur Health Department. 

 

Mr. Getwood sponsors Private School Participation Consultation of Federal/Title 

Programs. 

On September 23, 2010, Melvin Getwood, Assistant Superintendent, chaired and sponsored the federal 

required consultation meeting with the private schools. Micheal Collins, Principal of St. Catherine Catholic 

School; Sharon Boutte, Director of Special Education; Dr. Bertha Garza, Director of Bilingual/ESL; Candace 

Londow, representing United Christian Academy and LaWanda Finney, Ed.D. attended the session. 
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Physical education teachers doing their coaching duties             Mark Martin 

           

      Steady, Steady    ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ά¢έ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άWέΗ 

 

²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴΗ 

Some of the teachers and sponsors that keep the team together 

         

            Alex Frazier         Donna Williams       Kyle Leyendecker           Robert Underhill               Trent Johnson 

ñWe are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit.ò Aristotle 384-322 BC 


